
Jacksonian Democracy 



Chapter 10 Sec1: 
Jacksonian Democracy 



 Expansion of Democracy 
• Broadening of suffrage 
• Nominating conventions 

 Election of 1828 
• Formation of Democratic Party 
• Jackson & Calhoun elected 

 Jackson’s Inauguration 
• Jackson used the spoils system for 

appointments 
• Martin Van Buren Secretary of State 
• Kitchen Cabinet advised Jackson 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 



The Big Idea 
The expansion of voting rights and the 

election of Andrew Jackson signaled the 
growing power of the American people.  
 

Main Ideas 
Democracy expanded in the 1820s as 

more Americans held the right to vote.  
 Jackson’s victory in the election of 1828 

marked a change in American politics. 



America changed fast in the early 1800s. 
•Large factories replaced workshops in 
the North. 

•Family farms gave way to cotton 
plantations in the South. 

Wealth was concentrated among fewer 
people 

Many ordinary Americans believed the 
wealthy were gaining more power in the 
United States. 
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Democracy expanded in the 1820s as more Americans held the right to vote



Democracy spread in the early 1800s 
as more people became active in 
politics. 

Democratic reform made voting 
reform possible. 

Many states lowered or eliminated 
the property ownership requirement 
for men to be eligible to vote 
 
 



Political parties held nominating 
conventions, which allowed party 
members, not just leaders, to select 
candidates. 

The Period of expanding Democracy in 
the 1820s & 1830s was called 
Jacksonian Democracy 

Small farmers, frontier settlers and 
slaveholders backed Andrew Johnson in 
the election of 1828 
• They believed he would defend the rights of the 

common people and slave states 
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The period of expanding democracy in the 1820s and 1830s was called Jacksonian democracy.Small farmers, frontier settlers, and slaveholders backed Andrew Jackson in the election of 1828.They believed he would defend the rights of common people and the slave states.



 Jackson vs. Adams 
 Democratic Party 

arose from Jackson’s 
supporters. 

 Backers of President 
John Quincy Adams 
were called National 
Republicans.   

 Jackson chose John C. 
Calhoun as running 
mate 
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http://www.apnotes.net/ch13.htmlGoing "Whole Hog" for Jackson in 1828Before the election of 1824, two parties had formed: National Republicans and Democratic-Republicans.  Adams and Clay were the figures of the National Republicansand Jackson was with the Democratic-Republicans.Andrew Jackson beat Adams to win the election of 1828.  The majority of his support came from the South, while Adams's support came from the North. "Old Hickory" as PresidentJackson was the first president from the West and 2nd without a college education.



 
 Jackson portrayed as war hero who was born 

poor and worked to succeed. 
 Adams was Harvard graduate and son of the 

second president. 
 Jackson defeated Adams, winning a record 

number of popular votes. 



•Attended school until the age of 16 

•Started surveying land for the British 
government at 16 

•Was made a lieutenant colonel at 22 

•Came from a moderately wealthy family 
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George WashingtonOn April 30, 1789, George Washington, standing on the balcony of Federal Hall on Wall Street in New York, took his oath of office as the first President of the United States. "As the first of every thing, in our situation will serve to establish a Precedent," he wrote James Madison, "it is devoutly wished on my part, that these precedents may be fixed on true principles."Born in 1732 into a Virginia planter family, he learned the morals, manners, and body of knowledge requisite for an 18th century Virginia gentleman.He pursued two intertwined interests: military arts and western expansion. At 16 he helped survey Shenandoah lands for Thomas, Lord Fairfax. Commissioned a lieutenant colonel in 1754, he fought the first skirmishes of what grew into the French and Indian War. The next year, as an aide to Gen. Edward Braddock, he escaped injury although four bullets ripped his coat and two horses were shot from under him.From 1759 to the outbreak of the American Revolution, Washington managed his lands around Mount Vernon and served in the Virginia House of Burgesses. Married to a widow, Martha Dandridge Custis, he devoted himself to a busy and happy life. But like his fellow planters, Washington felt himself exploited by British merchants and hampered by British regulations. As the quarrel with the mother country grew acute, he moderately but firmly voiced his resistance to the restrictions.When the Second Continental Congress assembled in Philadelphia in May 1775, Washington, one of the Virginia delegates, was elected Commander in Chief of the Continental Army. On July 3, 1775, at Cambridge, Massachusetts, he took command of his ill-trained troops and embarked upon a war that was to last six grueling years.He realized early that the best strategy was to harass the British. He reported to Congress, "we should on all Occasions avoid a general Action, or put anything to the Risque, unless compelled by a necessity, into which we ought never to be drawn." Ensuing battles saw him fall back slowly, then strike unexpectedly. Finally in 1781 with the aid of French allies--he forced the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown.Washington longed to retire to his fields at Mount Vernon. But he soon realized that the Nation under its Articles of Confederation was not functioning well, so he became a prime mover in the steps leading to the Constitutional Convention at Philadelphia in 1787. When the new Constitution was ratified, the Electoral College unanimously elected Washington President.He did not infringe upon the policy making powers that he felt the Constitution gave Congress. But the determination of foreign policy became preponderantly a Presidential concern. When the French Revolution led to a major war between France and England, Washington refused to accept entirely the recommendations of either his Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson, who was pro-French, or his Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton, who was pro-British. Rather, he insisted upon a neutral course until the United States could grow stronger.To his disappointment, two parties were developing by the end of his first term. Wearied of politics, feeling old, he retired at the end of his second. In his Farewell Address, he urged his countrymen to forswear excessive party spirit and geographical distinctions. In foreign affairs, he warned against long-term alliances.Washington enjoyed less than three years of retirement at Mount Vernon, for he died of a throat infection December 14, 1799. For months the Nation mourned him.The Presidential biographies on WhiteHouse.gov are from “The Presidents of the United States of America,” by Michael Beschloss and Hugh Sidey. Copyright 2009 by the White House Historical Association.



•Came from a well established family 

•Father was a farmer and shoemaker 

•Mother came from upper class of Boston Society 

•Attended Harvard at the age of 16 

•Studied law 
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John AdamsLearned and thoughtful, John Adams was more remarkable as a political philosopher than as a politician. "People and nations are forged in the fires of adversity," he said, doubtless thinking of his own as well as the American experience.Adams was born in the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1735. A Harvard-educated lawyer, he early became identified with the patriot cause; a delegate to the First and Second Continental Congresses, he led in the movement for independence.During the Revolutionary War he served in France and Holland in diplomatic roles, and helped negotiate the treaty of peace. From 1785 to 1788 he was minister to the Court of St. James's, returning to be elected Vice President under George Washington.Adams' two terms as Vice President were frustrating experiences for a man of his vigor, intellect, and vanity. He complained to his wife Abigail, "My country has in its wisdom contrived for me the most insignificant office that ever the invention of man contrived or his imagination conceived."When Adams became President, the war between the French and British was causing great difficulties for the United States on the high seas and intense partisanship among contending factions within the Nation.His administration focused on France, where the Directory, the ruling group, had refused to receive the American envoy and had suspended commercial relations.Adams sent three commissioners to France, but in the spring of 1798 word arrived that the French Foreign Minister Talleyrand and the Directory had refused to negotiate with them unless they would first pay a substantial bribe. Adams reported the insult to Congress, and the Senate printed the correspondence, in which the Frenchmen were referred to only as "X, Y, and Z."The Nation broke out into what Jefferson called "the X. Y. Z. fever," increased in intensity by Adams's exhortations. The populace cheered itself hoarse wherever the President appeared. Never had the Federalists been so popular.Congress appropriated money to complete three new frigates and to build additional ships, and authorized the raising of a provisional army. It also passed the Alien and Sedition Acts, intended to frighten foreign agents out of the country and to stifle the attacks of Republican editors.President Adams did not call for a declaration of war, but hostilities began at sea. At first, American shipping was almost defenseless against French privateers, but by 1800 armed merchantmen and U.S. warships were clearing the sea-lanes.Despite several brilliant naval victories, war fever subsided. Word came to Adams that France also had no stomach for war and would receive an envoy with respect. Long negotiations ended the quasi war.Sending a peace mission to France brought the full fury of the Hamiltonians against Adams. In the campaign of 1800 the Republicans were united and effective, the Federalists badly divided. Nevertheless, Adams polled only a few less electoral votes than Jefferson, who became President.On November 1, 1800, just before the election, Adams arrived in the new Capital City to take up his residence in the White House. On his second evening in its damp, unfinished rooms, he wrote his wife, "Before I end my letter, I pray Heaven to bestow the best of Blessings on this House and all that shall hereafter inhabit it. May none but honest and wise Men ever rule under this roof."Adams retired to his farm in Quincy. Here he penned his elaborate letters to Thomas Jefferson. Here on July 4, 1826, he whispered his last words: "Thomas Jefferson survives." But Jefferson had died at Monticello a few hours earlier.The Presidential biographies on WhiteHouse.gov are from “The Presidents of the United States of America,” by Michael Beschloss and Hugh Sidey. Copyright 2009 by the White House Historical Association.



•Born into wealth 

•Father was a cartographer and surveyor 

•Mother was descendant of European royalty 

•Inherited 5,000 acres of land 

•Attended the College of William and Mary in 
Williamsburg, VA. at the age 16 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thomas JeffersonIn the thick of party conflict in 1800, Thomas Jefferson wrote in a private letter, "I have sworn upon the altar of God eternal hostility against every form of tyranny over the mind of man."This powerful advocate of liberty was born in 1743 in Albemarle County, Virginia, inheriting from his father, a planter and surveyor, some 5,000 acres of land, and from his mother, a Randolph, high social standing. He studied at the College of William and Mary, then read law. In 1772 he married Martha Wayles Skelton, a widow, and took her to live in his partly constructed mountaintop home, Monticello.Freckled and sandy-haired, rather tall and awkward, Jefferson was eloquent as a correspondent, but he was no public speaker. In the Virginia House of Burgesses and the Continental Congress, he contributed his pen rather than his voice to the patriot cause. As the "silent member" of the Congress, Jefferson, at 33, drafted the Declaration of Independence. In years following he labored to make its words a reality in Virginia. Most notably, he wrote a bill establishing religious freedom, enacted in 1786.Jefferson succeeded Benjamin Franklin as minister to France in 1785. His sympathy for the French Revolution led him into conflict with Alexander Hamilton when Jefferson was Secretary of State in President Washington's Cabinet. He resigned in 1793.Sharp political conflict developed, and two separate parties, the Federalists and the Democratic-Republicans, began to form. Jefferson gradually assumed leadership of the Republicans, who sympathized with the revolutionary cause in France. Attacking Federalist policies, he opposed a strong centralized Government and championed the rights of states.As a reluctant candidate for President in 1796, Jefferson came within three votes of election. Through a flaw in the Constitution, he became Vice President, although an opponent of President Adams. In 1800 the defect caused a more serious problem. Republican electors, attempting to name both a President and a Vice President from their own party, cast a tie vote between Jefferson and Aaron Burr. The House of Representatives settled the tie. Hamilton, disliking both Jefferson and Burr, nevertheless urged Jefferson's election.When Jefferson assumed the Presidency, the crisis in France had passed. He slashed Army and Navy expenditures, cut the budget, eliminated the tax on whiskey so unpopular in the West, yet reduced the national debt by a third. He also sent a naval squadron to fight the Barbary pirates, who were harassing American commerce in the Mediterranean. Further, although the Constitution made no provision for the acquisition of new land, Jefferson suppressed his qualms over constitutionality when he had the opportunity to acquire the Louisiana Territory from Napoleon in 1803.During Jefferson's second term, he was increasingly preoccupied with keeping the Nation from involvement in the Napoleonic wars, though both England and France interfered with the neutral rights of American merchantmen. Jefferson's attempted solution, an embargo upon American shipping, worked badly and was unpopular.Jefferson retired to Monticello to ponder such projects as his grand designs for the University of Virginia. A French nobleman observed that he had placed his house and his mind "on an elevated situation, from which he might contemplate the universe."He died on July 4, 1826.The Presidential biographies on WhiteHouse.gov are from “The Presidents of the United States of America,” by Michael Beschloss and Hugh Sidey. Copyright 2009 by the White House Historical Association.



•Parents were wealthy tobacco plantation 
owners 

•Attended Princeton at the age of 18 

•Finished college in 2 years 
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James MadisonAt his inauguration, James Madison, a small, wizened man, appeared old and worn; Washington Irving described him as "but a withered little apple-John." But whatever his deficiencies in charm, Madison's buxom wife Dolley compensated for them with her warmth and gaiety. She was the toast of Washington.Born in 1751, Madison was brought up in Orange County, Virginia, and attended Princeton (then called the College of New Jersey). A student of history and government, well-read in law, he participated in the framing of the Virginia Constitution in 1776, served in the Continental Congress, and was a leader in the Virginia Assembly.When delegates to the Constitutional Convention assembled at Philadelphia, the 36-year-old Madison took frequent and emphatic part in the debates.Madison made a major contribution to the ratification of the Constitution by writing, with Alexander Hamilton and John Jay, the Federalist essays. In later years, when he was referred to as the "Father of the Constitution," Madison protested that the document was not "the off-spring of a single brain," but "the work of many heads and many hands."In Congress, he helped frame the Bill of Rights and enact the first revenue legislation. Out of his leadership in opposition to Hamilton's financial proposals, which he felt would unduly bestow wealth and power upon northern financiers, came the development of the Republican, or Jeffersonian, Party.As President Jefferson's Secretary of State, Madison protested to warring France and Britain that their seizure of American ships was contrary to international law. The protests, John Randolph acidly commented, had the effect of "a shilling pamphlet hurled against eight hundred ships of war."Despite the unpopular Embargo Act of 1807, which did not make the belligerent nations change their ways but did cause a depression in the United States, Madison was elected President in 1808. Before he took office the Embargo Act was repealed.During the first year of Madison's Administration, the United States prohibited trade with both Britain and France; then in May, 1810, Congress authorized trade with both, directing the President, if either would accept America's view of neutral rights, to forbid trade with the other nation.Napoleon pretended to comply. Late in 1810, Madison proclaimed non-intercourse with Great Britain. In Congress a young group including Henry Clay and John C. Calhoun, the "War Hawks," pressed the President for a more militant policy.The British impressment of American seamen and the seizure of cargoes impelled Madison to give in to the pressure. On June 1, 1812, he asked Congress to declare war.The young Nation was not prepared to fight; its forces took a severe trouncing. The British entered Washington and set fire to the White House and the Capitol.But a few notable naval and military victories, climaxed by Gen. Andrew Jackson's triumph at New Orleans, convinced Americans that the War of 1812 had been gloriously successful. An upsurge of nationalism resulted. The New England Federalists who had opposed the war--and who had even talked secession--were so thoroughly repudiated that Federalism disappeared as a national party.In retirement at Montpelier, his estate in Orange County, Virginia, Madison spoke out against the disruptive states' rights influences that by the 1830's threatened to shatter the Federal Union. In a note opened after his death in 1836, he stated, "The advice nearest to my heart and deepest in my convictions is that the Union of the States be cherished and perpetuated." The Presidential biographies on WhiteHouse.gov are from “The Presidents of the United States of America,” by Michael Beschloss and Hugh Sidey. Copyright 2009 by the White House Historical Association.



•Came from wealthy farming family 

•Attended prestigious prep schools as a child 

•Attended the College of William and Mary 

•Inherited the family farm at 16 

•Fought in the Continental Army 

•Studied law 
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James MonroeOn New Year's Day, 1825, at the last of his annual White House receptions, President James Monroe made a pleasing impression upon a Virginia lady who shook his hand:"He is tall and well formed. His dress plain and in the old style.... His manner was quiet and dignified. From the frank, honest expression of his eye ... I think he well deserves the encomium passed upon him by the great Jefferson, who said, 'Monroe was so honest that if you turned his soul inside out there would not be a spot on it.' "Born in Westmoreland County, Virginia, in 1758, Monroe attended the College of William and Mary, fought with distinction in the Continental Army, and practiced law in Fredericksburg, Virginia.As a youthful politician, he joined the anti-Federalists in the Virginia Convention which ratified the Constitution, and in 1790, an advocate of Jeffersonian policies, was elected United States Senator. As Minister to France in 1794-1796, he displayed strong sympathies for the French cause; later, with Robert R. Livingston, he helped negotiate the Louisiana Purchase.His ambition and energy, together with the backing of President Madison, made him the Republican choice for the Presidency in 1816. With little Federalist opposition, he easily won re-election in 1820.Monroe made unusually strong Cabinet choices, naming a Southerner, John C. Calhoun, as Secretary of War, and a northerner, John Quincy Adams, as Secretary of State. Only Henry Clay's refusal kept Monroe from adding an outstanding Westerner.Early in his administration, Monroe undertook a goodwill tour. At Boston, his visit was hailed as the beginning of an "Era of Good Feelings." Unfortunately these "good feelings" did not endure, although Monroe, his popularity undiminished, followed nationalist policies.Across the facade of nationalism, ugly sectional cracks appeared. A painful economic depression undoubtedly increased the dismay of the people of the Missouri Territory in 1819 when their application for admission to the Union as a slave state failed. An amended bill for gradually eliminating slavery in Missouri precipitated two years of bitter debate in Congress.The Missouri Compromise bill resolved the struggle, pairing Missouri as a slave state with Maine, a free state, and barring slavery north and west of Missouri forever.In foreign affairs Monroe proclaimed the fundamental policy that bears his name, responding to the threat that the more conservative governments in Europe might try to aid Spain in winning back her former Latin American colonies. Monroe did not begin formally to recognize the young sister republics until 1822, after ascertaining that Congress would vote appropriations for diplomatic missions. He and Secretary of State John Quincy Adams wished to avoid trouble with Spain until it had ceded the Floridas, as was done in 1821.Great Britain, with its powerful navy, also opposed reconquest of Latin America and suggested that the United States join in proclaiming "hands off." Ex-Presidents Jefferson and Madison counseled Monroe to accept the offer, but Secretary Adams advised, "It would be more candid ... to avow our principles explicitly to Russia and France, than to come in as a cock-boat in the wake of the British man-of-war."Monroe accepted Adams's advice. Not only must Latin America be left alone, he warned, but also Russia must not encroach southward on the Pacific coast. ". . . the American continents," he stated, "by the free and independent condition which they have assumed and maintain, are henceforth not to be considered as subjects for future colonization by any European Power." Some 20 years after Monroe died in 1831, this became known as the Monroe Doctrine.The Presidential biographies on WhiteHouse.gov are from “The Presidents of the United States of America,” by Michael Beschloss and Hugh Sidey. Copyright 2009 by the White House Historical Association.



•Father was President John Adams 

•At the age of 15, Washington appointed 
him Secretary to the Mission in Russia 

•Attended Harvard University 

•Studied law 
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John Quincy AdamsThe first President who was the son of a President, John Quincy Adams in many respects paralleled the career as well as the temperament and viewpoints of his illustrious father. Born in Braintree, Massachusetts, in 1767, he watched the Battle of Bunker Hill from the top of Penn's Hill above the family farm. As secretary to his father in Europe, he became an accomplished linguist and assiduous diarist.After graduating from Harvard College, he became a lawyer. At age 26 he was appointed Minister to the Netherlands, then promoted to the Berlin Legation. In 1802 he was elected to the United States Senate. Six years later President Madison appointed him Minister to Russia.Serving under President Monroe, Adams was one of America's great Secretaries of State, arranging with England for the joint occupation of the Oregon country, obtaining from Spain the cession of the Floridas, and formulating with the President the Monroe Doctrine.In the political tradition of the early 19th century, Adams as Secretary of State was considered the political heir to the Presidency. But the old ways of choosing a President were giving way in 1824 before the clamor for a popular choice.Within the one and only party--the Republican--sectionalism and factionalism were developing, and each section put up its own candidate for the Presidency. Adams, the candidate of the North, fell behind Gen. Andrew Jackson in both popular and electoral votes, but received more than William H. Crawford and Henry Clay. Since no candidate had a majority of electoral votes, the election was decided among the top three by the House of Representatives. Clay, who favored a program similar to that of Adams, threw his crucial support in the House to the New Englander.Upon becoming President, Adams appointed Clay as Secretary of State. Jackson and his angry followers charged that a "corrupt bargain" had taken place and immediately began their campaign to wrest the Presidency from Adams in 1828.Well aware that he would face hostility in Congress, Adams nevertheless proclaimed in his first Annual Message a spectacular national program. He proposed that the Federal Government bring the sections together with a network of highways and canals, and that it develop and conserve the public domain, using funds from the sale of public lands. In 1828, he broke ground for the 185-mile C & 0 Canal.Adams also urged the United States to take a lead in the development of the arts and sciences through the establishment of a national university, the financing of scientific expeditions, and the erection of an observatory. His critics declared such measures transcended constitutional limitations.The campaign of 1828, in which his Jacksonian opponents charged him with corruption and public plunder, was an ordeal Adams did not easily bear. After his defeat he returned to Massachusetts, expecting to spend the remainder of his life enjoying his farm and his books.Unexpectedly, in 1830, the Plymouth district elected him to the House of Representatives, and there for the remainder of his life he served as a powerful leader. Above all, he fought against circumscription of civil liberties.In 1836 southern Congressmen passed a "gag rule" providing that the House automatically table petitions against slavery. Adams tirelessly fought the rule for eight years until finally he obtained its repeal.In 1848, he collapsed on the floor of the House from a stroke and was carried to the Speaker's Room, where two days later he died. He was buried--as were his father, mother, and wife--at First Parish Church in Quincy. To the end, "Old Man Eloquent" had fought for what he considered right.The Presidential biographies on WhiteHouse.gov are from “The Presidents of the United States of America,” by Michael Beschloss and Hugh Sidey. Copyright 2009 by the White House Historical Association.



•Never met his father… his father died unexpectedly at the age of 
29 just before his wife gave birth (named for his father) 

•His mother worked as a housekeeper for relatives 

•Poor education – poor reading and writing skills 

•Hot temper – would attack verbally/physically at the drop of a hat 

•British Prisoner during American Revolution at 13 

•Brother and mother died of illness after being held prisoner 
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Andrew JacksonMore nearly than any of his predecessors, Andrew Jackson was elected by popular vote; as President he sought to act as the direct representative of the common man.Born in a backwoods settlement in the Carolinas in 1767, he received sporadic education. But in his late teens he read law for about two years, and he became an outstanding young lawyer in Tennessee. Fiercely jealous of his honor, he engaged in brawls, and in a duel killed a man who cast an unjustified slur on his wife Rachel.Jackson prospered sufficiently to buy slaves and to build a mansion, the Hermitage, near Nashville. He was the first man elected from Tennessee to the House of Representatives, and he served briefly in the Senate. A major general in the War of 1812, Jackson became a national hero when he defeated the British at New Orleans.In 1824 some state political factions rallied around Jackson; by 1828 enough had joined "Old Hickory" to win numerous state elections and control of the Federal administration in Washington.In his first Annual Message to Congress, Jackson recommended eliminating the Electoral College. He also tried to democratize Federal officeholding. Already state machines were being built on patronage, and a New York Senator openly proclaimed "that to the victors belong the spoils. . . . "Jackson took a milder view. Decrying officeholders who seemed to enjoy life tenure, he believed Government duties could be "so plain and simple" that offices should rotate among deserving applicants.As national politics polarized around Jackson and his opposition, two parties grew out of the old Republican Party--the Democratic Republicans, or Democrats, adhering to Jackson; and the National Republicans, or Whigs, opposing him.Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, and other Whig leaders proclaimed themselves defenders of popular liberties against the usurpation of Jackson. Hostile cartoonists portrayed him as King Andrew I.Behind their accusations lay the fact that Jackson, unlike previous Presidents, did not defer to Congress in policy-making but used his power of the veto and his party leadership to assume command.The greatest party battle centered around the Second Bank of the United States, a private corporation but virtually a Government-sponsored monopoly. When Jackson appeared hostile toward it, the Bank threw its power against him.Clay and Webster, who had acted as attorneys for the Bank, led the fight for its recharter in Congress. "The bank," Jackson told Martin Van Buren, "is trying to kill me, but I will kill it!" Jackson, in vetoing the recharter bill, charged the Bank with undue economic privilege.His views won approval from the American electorate; in 1832 he polled more than 56 percent of the popular vote and almost five times as many electoral votes as Clay.Jackson met head-on the challenge of John C. Calhoun, leader of forces trying to rid themselves of a high protective tariff.When South Carolina undertook to nullify the tariff, Jackson ordered armed forces to Charleston and privately threatened to hang Calhoun. Violence seemed imminent until Clay negotiated a compromise: tariffs were lowered and South Carolina dropped nullification.In January of 1832, while the President was dining with friends at the White House, someone whispered to him that the Senate had rejected the nomination of Martin Van Buren as Minister to England. Jackson jumped to his feet and exclaimed, "By the Eternal! I'll smash them!" So he did. His favorite, Van Buren, became Vice President, and succeeded to the Presidency when "Old Hickory" retired to the Hermitage, where he died in June 1845.The Presidential biographies on WhiteHouse.gov are from “The Presidents of the United States of America,” by Michael Beschloss and Hugh Sidey. Copyright 2009 by the White House Historical Association.



Spoils 
System  

Martin Van 
Buren 

Kitchen 
Cabinet 

Jackson’s 
Inauguration 

Supporters saw Jackson’s victory as win for 
common people. 

Jackson rewarded political backers with 
government jobs, called spoils system, from 
“to the victor belong the spoils...” most not 
qualified for position 

One of Jackson’s closest advisors and 
member of his Kitchen Cabinet. 

Jackson relied on an informal group of trusted 
advisers who met sometimes in White House 
kitchen. 
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http://www.apnotes.net/ch13.htmlThe Spoils SystemWhen the Democrats rose to power in the White House, they replaced most of the people in offices with their own people (the common man).  These people were illiterate and incompetent.  This system of rewarding political supporters with jobs in the government was known as the "spoils system."



Key Terms & People: 
States’ Rights Doctrine – since states formed the National 
Government, state power should be greater than federal power 
Nullification Crisis – conflict between states rights & federal rights 
proponents 
Daniel Webster –  MA Senator supported federal over states rights 
McCulloch v. Maryland – ruled that federal bank was constitutional 
Whig Party –  favored weak president & strong Congress 
Panic of 1837 – severe economic depression caused by Jackson’s 
economic policies 
William Henry Harrison – Whig who won the 1840 election 
(Tippicanoe & Tyler too)  



 Sectionalism increases 
• US has 3 distinct regions 
• Tariff of Abominations 

 States’ Rights Debate 
• Nullification Crisis 
• Hayne-Webster Debate 
• Jackson responds to crisis 

 Jackson Attacks the Banks 
• McCulloch v. Maryland 
• Refuses to sign charter renewal 

 Panic of 1837 
• Van Buren Blamed 
• Election of 1840  



 The Big Idea 
 Andrew Jackson’s presidency was marked  

by political conflicts. 
 

 Main Ideas 
 Regional differences grew during Jackson’s 

presidency.  
 The rights of the states were debated in 

arguments about a national tariff. 
 Jackson’s attack on the Bank sparked 

controversy. 
 Jackson’s policies led to the Panic of 1837. 



North 

• Economy 
based on 
manufacturing 

• Support for 
tariffs—
American 
goods could be 
sold at lower 
prices than 
British goods 

South 

• Economy 
based on 
agriculture 

• Opposition to 
tariffs 
increased the 
cost of 
imported 
goods 

West  

• Emerging 
economy 

• Support for 
internal 
improvements 
and the sale of 
public lands 

 



 In 1827, northern manufacturers had 
demanded a tariff on imported wool goods. 
•Would provide protection against foreign 
competition. 
 

Southerners opposed a tariff because it 
would hurt their economy. 
 

Congress passed a high tariff on imports 
before Jackson became president. 
 

 The South called it Tariff of Abominations. 
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http://www.apnotes.net/ch13.htmlThe Tricky "Tariff of Abominations"In 1824, Congress increased the general tariff significantly. The Tariff of 1828- called the "Black Tariff" or the "Tariff of Abominations"; also called the "Yankee Tariff".  It was hated by Southerners because it was an extremely high tariff and they felt it discriminated against them.  The South was having economic struggles and the tariff was a scapegoat.In 1822, Denmark Vesey led a slave rebellion in Charleston, South Carolina.The South Carolina Exposition, made by John C. Calhoun, was published in 1828.  It was a pamphlet that denounced the Tariff of 1828 as unjust and unconstitutional.                 +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++http://history.house.gov/Historical-Highlights/1800-1850/The-Tariff-of-Abominations/the Tariff of 1828—better known as the Tariff of Abominations—passed the House of Representatives, 105 to 94. The tariff sought to protect New England manufacturing interests and western agricultural products from competition with foreign imports; however, the resulting tax on foreign goods severely devalued southern cotton exports. President John Quincy Adams approved the bill in a de facto endorsement of its sectional favoritism, essentially sealing his loss to Andrew Jackson in the 1828 presidential election. Vice President John C. Calhoun of South Carolina anonymously penned the South Carolina Exposition and Protest, articulating the doctrine of nullification. The doctrine emphasized a state’s right to reject federal laws within its borders and questioned the constitutionality of taxing imports without the explicit goal of raising revenue. Calhoun later took credit for the doctrine in 1832 to the detriment of his presidential ambitions. Following their statesman’s lead, the South Carolina legislature nullified the tariff in November 1832. While other southern states disagreed with the tariff, South Carolina was the only state to invoke nullification. Following a few tense months, South Carolina eventually accepted a compromise tariff in January 1833. The constitutional crisis was only temporarily averted, as tensions remained between northern and southern states.John C. Calhoun of South Carolina served as Representative, Senator, and Vice President. Calhoun resigned his position as Vice President over the issue to return to the Senate in 1832.



The rights of the states were debated amid 
arguments about a national tariff  

 
Jackson was forced to deal with growing 
conflicts over tariffs. 

 
The question of an individual state’s right to 
disregard a law passed by Congress was at 
the heart of a growing conflict over tariffs. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.apnotes.net/ch13.htmlThe Nullification Crisis was a sectional crisis during the presidency of Andrew Jackson created by South Carolina's 1832 Ordinance of Nullification. This ordinance declared by the power of the State that the federal Tariffs of 1828 and 1832 were unconstitutional and therefore null and void within the sovereign boundaries of South Carolina. The controversial and highly protective Tariff of 1828 (known to its detractors as the "Tariff of Abominations") was enacted into law during the presidency of John Quincy Adams. The tariff was opposed in the South and parts of New England. Its opponents expected that the election of Jackson as President would result in the tariff being significantly reduced.[1]The nation had suffered an economic downturn throughout the 1820s, and South Carolina was particularly affected. Many South Carolina politicians blamed the change in fortunes on the national tariff policy that developed after the War of 1812 to promote American manufacturing over its British competition.[2]By 1828 South Carolina state politics increasingly organized around the tariff issue. When the Jackson administration failed to take any actions to address their concerns, the most radical faction in the state began to advocate that the state itself declare the tariff null and void within South Carolina. In Washington, an open split on the issue occurred between Jackson and John C. Calhoun, the most effective proponent of the constitutional theory of state nullification.[3]On July 14, 1832, after Calhoun had resigned his office in order to run for the Senate where he could more effectively defend nullification,[4] Jackson signed into law the Tariff of 1832. This compromise tariff received the support of most northerners and half of the southerners in Congress.[5] The reductions were too little for South Carolina, and in November 1832 a state convention declared that the tariffs of both 1828 and 1832 were unconstitutional and unenforceable in South Carolina after February 1, 1833. Military preparations to resist anticipated federal enforcement were initiated by the state.[6] In late February both a Force Bill, authorizing the President to use military forces against South Carolina, and a new negotiated tariff satisfactory to South Carolina were passed by Congress. The South Carolina convention reconvened and repealed its Nullification Ordinance on March 11, 1833.The crisis was over, and both sides could find reasons to claim victory. The tariff rates were reduced and stayed low to the satisfaction of the South, but thestates’ rights doctrine of nullification remained controversial. By the 1850s the issues of the expansion of slavery into the western territories and the threat of the Slave Power became the central issues in the nation.[7]



Vice Pres. John C. Calhoun supported the South 
• Advanced states’ rights doctrine 
• States’ power greater than federal power because 

states had formed national government 
• States could nullify, or reject, law judged 

unconstitutional 
 

Vice President Calhoun said Congress should 
not favor one state or region over another. 
 

Calhoun’s theory was controversial. 
• Produced the nullification crisis 
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http://www.apnotes.net/ch13.html"Nullies" in the SouthIn an attempt to meet the South's demands, Congress passed the Tariff of 1832, a slightly lower tariff compared to the Tariff of 1828.  It fell short of the South's demands.The state legislature of South Carolina called for the Columbia Convention.  The delegates of the convention called for the tariff to be void within South Carolina.  The convention threatened to take South Carolina out of the Union if the government attempted to collect the customs duties by force.Henry Clay introduced the Tariff of 1833.  It called for the gradual reduction of the Tariff of 1832 by about 10% over 8 years.  By 1842, the rates would be back at the level of 1816. The compromise Tariff of 1833 ended the dispute over the Tariff of 1832 between the South and the White House.  The compromise was supported by South Carolina but not much by the other states of the South.



Daniel Webster debated Robert Y. Hayne 
in Senate on nullification. 
•Webster argued that the United States was 
one nation, not a pact among independent 
states. 
 

Jackson urged Congress to pass lower tariff 
rate in 1832.  
• Jackson opposed nullification, but was 
worried about the southern economy. 
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On December 10, 1832, President Andrew Jackson issued a proclamationto the people of South Carolina that disputed a states' right to nullify a federal law. Jackson's proclamation was written in response to an ordinance issued by a South Carolina convention that declared that the tariff acts of 1828 and 1832 "are unauthorized by the constitution of the United States, and violate the true meaning and intent thereof and are null, void, and no law, nor binding upon this State." Led by John C. Calhoun, Jackson's vice president at the time, the nullifiers felt that the tariff acts of 1828 and 1832 favored Northern-manufacturing interests at the expense of Southern farmers. After Jackson issued his proclamation, Congress passed the Force Act that authorized the use of military force against any state that resisted the tariff acts. In 1833, Henry Clay helped broker a compromise bill with Calhoun that slowly lowered tariffs over the next decade. The Compromise Tariff of 1833 was eventually accepted by South Carolina and ended the nullification crisis.



South Carolina enacted Nullification Act 
which declared the tariffs void.  
• threatened to withdraw from the Union 
• voted to form their own army. 

 
Henry Clay proposed a compromise to 

lower the tariff slowly over several years. 
 

Congress and South Carolina quickly 
approved the compromise. 
 

States’ rights controversy continued until 
Civil War. 



Jackson did not always support federal 
power. 
• Opposed the Bank of the United States. 
• It’s 20-year charter was up for renewal. 
• Believed it unconstitutional 
• only states should have banking power. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Bank WarPresident Andrew Jackson despised the Bank of the United States because he felt it was very monopolistic.The Bank of the United States was a private institution, accountable not to the people, but to its elite circle of investors.  The bank minted gold and silver coins. Nicholas Biddle, the president of the Bank of the United States, held an immense and possibly unconstitutional amount of power over the nation's financial affairs.The Bank War erupted in 1832 when Daniel Webster and Henry Clay presented Congress with a bill to renew the Bank's charter.  Clay pushed to renew the charter in 1832 to make it an issue for the election of that year.  He felt that if Jackson signed off on it, then Jackson would alienate the people of the West who hated the Bank.  If Jackson vetoed it, then he would alienate the wealthy class of the East who supported the Bank.  Clay did not account for the fact that the wealthy class was now a minority.  Jackson vetoed the bill calling the Bank unconstitutional. The veto showed that Jackson felt that the Executive Branch had more power than the Judicial Branch in determining the Constitutionality of the Bank of the United States.



The bank did the following: 
Held federal deposits 
Made transfers of federal funds between states 
Dealt with payments involving the government 
Issued paper currency 
 

 
 80% of the bank was privately owned, but it 

was supervised by Congress or the president. 
 Many states in the South and Jackson opposed 

the bank. 
 Southerners believed the bank helped the 

wealthy business people 
 



In McCulloch v. Maryland, Supreme 
Court ruled the national bank was 
constitutional. 
• McCulloch was a cashier at the Bank’s branch in 

Maryland who refused to pay the tax that was 
designed to limit the Bank’s operations. 

 
Jackson vetoed the renewal of the Bank’s 
charter in 1832. 
 

Congress could not get enough votes to 
override the veto. 
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John Marshall and Judicial NationalismMcCulloch vs. Maryland (1819) involved an attempt by the state of Maryland to destroy a branch of the Bank of the United States by imposing a tax on the Bank's notes.  John Marshall declared the U.S. Bank constitutional by invoking the Hamiltonian doctrine of implied powers.  He strengthened federal authority and slapped at state infringements when he denied the right of Maryland to tax the Bank.http://www.apnotes.net/ch12.htmlhttp://www.apnotes.net/ch13.htmlAndrew Jackson chose to veto the re-authorization of the Second Bank of the US in 1832.  Despite the protests of Henry Clay, who insisted that Jackson was abusing the power of the Presidential veto in overriding Congress for purely political reasons, Jackson proclaimed that his actions were in the best interests of the common man, who would never benefit from the concentrated wealth that the Bank represented.  The fact that Jackson won the subsequent election of 1832 by a landslide re-affirms the idea that this was a time when the perceived interests of the average American would defeat even the powers of the nation's financial and political elites.
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A satire on Andrew Jackson's campaign to destroy the Bank of the United States and its support among state banks. Jackson, Martin Van Buren, and Jack Downing struggle against a snake with heads representing the states. Jackson (on the left) raises a cane marked "Veto" and says, "Biddle thou Monster Avaunt!! avaount I say! or by the Great Eternal I'll cleave thee to the earth, aye thee and thy four and twenty satellites. Matty if thou art true...come on. if thou art false, may the venomous monster turn his dire fang upon thee..." Van Buren: "Well done General, Major Jack Downing, Adams, Clay, well done all. I dislike dissentions beyond every thing, for it often compels a man to play a double part, were it only for his own safety. Policy, policy is my motto, but intrigues I cannot countenance." Downing (dropping his axe): "Now now you nasty varmint, be you imperishable? I swan Gineral that are beats all I reckon, that's the horrible wiper wot wommits wenemous heads I guess..." The largest of the heads is president of the Bank Nicholas Biddle's, which wears a top hat labeled "Penn" (i.e. Pennsylvania) and "$35,000,000." This refers to the rechartering of the Bank by the Pennsylvania legislature in defiance of the adminstration's efforts to destroy it.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:General_Jackson_Slaying_the_Many_Headed_Monster.jpg & http://www.humanitiesweb.org/spa/hri/ID/310/key/367



 Jackson chose not to 
run again in 1836 
 

 Vice President Martin 
Van Buren was 
nominated.  
 

 Van Buren defeated 
four candidates 
nominated by the new 
Whig Party 
 

 A severe economic 
depression called the 
Panic of 1837 
followed the election. 
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The Birth of the WhigsThe Whigs were conservatives who supported government programs, reforms, and public schools.  They called for internal improvements like canals, railroads, and telegraph lines.The Whigs claimed to be defenders of the common man and declared the Democrats the party of corruption.                               The Election of 1836Martin Van Buren was Andrew Jackson's choice as his successor in the election of 1836.  General William Henry Harrison was one of the Whig's many presidential nominees.  The Whigs did not win because they did not unite behind just one candidate.



 Jackson’s policies led to the Panic of 1837 
 

 Jackson took funds out of the Bank and put 
them in state banks. 
 

State banks used funds to give credit to land 
buyers. 
• Helped land expansion but caused inflation. 
 

 Jackson tried to slow inflation. 
• Ordered Americans to use only gold and silver to 

buy land. 
• Still did not help the national economy. 
 

 Jackson’s banking and inflation policies 
opened the door for economic troubles. 
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Burying Biddle's BankThe Bank of the United States's charter expired in 1836.  Jackson wanted to make sure that the Bank would be exterminated. In 1833, 3 years before the Bank's charter ran out, Jackson decided to remove federal deposits from its vaults.  Jackson proposed depositing no more funds in the bankand he gradually shrunk existing deposits by using the funds to pay for day-to-day expenditures of the government.The death of the Bank of the United States left a financial vacuum in the American economy.  Surplus federal funds were placed in several dozen state banks that were political supportive of Jackson.Smaller, wildcat banks in the west had begun to issue their own currency.  But this "wildcat" currency was extremely unreliable because its value was based upon the value of the bank it was issued from.  In 1836, "wildcat" currency had become so unreliable that Jackson told the Treasury to issue a Specie Circular- a decree that required all public lands to be purchased with metallic money.  This drastic step contributed greatly to the financial panic of 1837.Depression Doldrums and the Independent TreasuryThe basic cause of the panic of 1837 was the rampant speculation prompted by a get-rich scheme.  Gamblers in western lands were doing a "land-office business" on borrowed capital.  The speculative craze spread to canals, roads, railroads, and slaves.  Jacksonian finance also helped to cause the panic.  In 1836, the failure of two British banks caused the British investors to call in foreign loans.  These loans were the beginnings of the panic.The panic of 1837 caused many banks to collapse, commodity prices to drop, sales of public to fall, and the loss of jobs.Van Buren proposed the Divorce Bill.  Not passed by Congress, it called for the dividing of the government and banking altogether. The Independent Treasury Bill was passed in 1840.  An independent treasury would be established and government funds would be locked in vaults. 



 
 People blamed Van Buren 

even though Jackson’s 
economic policies had 
contributed to the panic. 
 

Van Buren was defeated  
  in 1840 by Whig candidate  
  William Henry Harrison. 
 
 Tippicanoe & Tyler too. 

 
 
 Harrison died of pnuemonia 1 month after taking office making John Tyler PoTUS 
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He was the first United States president to die in office. His last words were to his doctor, but assumed to be directed at John Tyler, "Sir, I wish you to understand the true principles of the government. I wish them carried out. I ask nothing more." Harrison served the shortest term of any American president: March 4 – April 4, 1841, 30 days, 12 hours, and 30 minutes.[74][75]Oh, who had heard the great commotion, motion, motion,All the country through?It is the ball a-rolling on�For Tippecanoe and Tyler too.And with them we'll beat little Van, Van,Van is a used up man.And with them we'll beat little Van�Sure, let 'em talk about hard cider, cider, cider,And Log Cabins too,To only help to speed the ball�Like the rush of mighty waters, waters waters,Onward, it will go!And the course will bring you through��Log Cabins and Hard Cider of 1840William Henry Harrison defeated Van Buren to win the election of 1840 for the Whigs.  The Whig's campaign included pictures of log cabins and cider. Politics for the PeopleThere were 2 major changes in politics after the Era of Good Feelings: 1.        Politicians who were too clean, too well dressed, too grammatical, and too intellectual were not liked. Aristocracy was not liked by the American people.  The common man was moving to the center of the national political stage. The Two-Party System2.        There was a formation of a two-party system.  The two parties consisted of the Democrats and the Whigs (the National Republican Party had died out).  Jacksonian Democrats glorified the liberty of the individual.  They supported states' rights and federal restraint in social and economic affairs.  The Whigssupported the natural harmony of society and the value of community.  They favored a renewed national bank, protective tariffs, internal improvements, public schools, and moral reforms, such as the prohibition of liquor and the abolition of slavery.



Key Terms & People: 
 

Indian Removal Act – 1830 Authorized moving all Native 
American East of the Mississippi to lands in the West 
 

Indian Territory – Land that Native Americans were to occupy 
(OK) 
 
Bureau of Indian Affairs –government agency in charge of 
moving Indians 
 
Sequyoa – Cherokee who created the Cherokee alphabet 
 

Worcester v. Georgia – court ruled in favor of Cherokees, only 
federal government had authority over Native Americans 
 

Trail of Tears –  forced 800 mile march of Cherokees from 
Georgia to Indian Territory in Oklahoma 
 

  



 Indian Removal Act 
• Indian territory 
• Bureau of Indian Affairs 
• Choctaw, Creek, & Chickasaw removal 

 Cherokee Resistance 
• Sequoya 
• Worcester v. Georgia 
• Trail of Tears 

 Other Native Americans Resistance 
• Black Hawk – Fox & Sauk Chief 
• Osceola – Seminole Chief 



The Big Idea 
 President Jackson supported a policy of 

Indian removal. 
 

Main Ideas 
 The Indian Removal Act authorized the 

relocation of Native Americans to the West. 
  
Cherokee resistance to removal led to a 

disagreement between Jackson and the 
Supreme Court. 
 

Other Native Americans resisted removal 
with force. 
 
 





Native Americans 
had long lived in 
settlements 
stretching from 
Georgia to 
Mississippi. 
 
 
 

Jackson and other 
political leaders 
wanted to open 
land to settlement 
by American 
farmers. 
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http://www.apnotes.net/ch13.htmlThe Trail of TearsJackson's Democrats were committed to western expansion, but such expansion meant confrontation with the Indians who inhabited the land east of the Mississippi.The Society for Propagating the Gospel Among Indians was founded in 1787 in order to Christianize Indians.The five civilized tribes were the Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles.  President Jackson wanted to move the Indians so the white men could expand. In 1830, Congress passed the Indian Removal Act.  It moved more than 100,000 Indians living east of the Mississippi to reservations west of the Mississippi.  The five "civilized" tribes were hardest hit. Black Hawk, who led Sauk and Fox braves from Illinois and Wisconsin, resisted the eviction.The Seminoles in Florida retreated to the Everglades, fighting for several years until they retreated deeper into the Everglades.



Congress: 
 
passed the Indian Removal Act in 1830. 

• The act authorized the removal of Native Americans 
living east of Mississippi to lands in the West. 
 

established the Indian Territory. 
• Native Americans would be moved to land in 

present-day Oklahoma. 
 

created the Bureau of Indian Affairs to 
manage removal. 
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The U.S. Government used treaties as one means to displace Indians from their tribal lands, a mechanism that was strengthened with the Removal Act of 1830. In cases where this failed, the government sometimes violated both treaties and Supreme Court rulings to facilitate the spread of European Americans westward across the continent.As the 19th century began, land-hungry Americans poured into the backcountry of the coastal South and began moving toward and into what would later become the states of Alabama and Mississippi. Since Indian tribes living there appeared to be the main obstacle to westward expansion, white settlers petitioned the federal government to remove them. Although Presidents Thomas Jefferson and James Monroe argued that the Indian tribes in the Southeast should exchange their land for lands west of the Mississippi River, they did not take steps to make this happen. Indeed, the first major transfer of land occurred only as the result of war.In 1814, Major General Andrew Jackson led an expedition against the Creek Indians climaxing in the Battle of Horse Shoe Bend (in present day Alabama near the Georgia border), where Jackson’s force soundly defeated the Creeks and destroyed their military power. He then forced upon the Indians a treaty whereby they surrendered to the United States over twenty-million acres of their traditional land—about one-half of present day Alabama and one-fifth of Georgia. Over the next decade, Jackson led the way in the Indian removal campaign, helping to negotiate nine of the eleven major treaties to remove Indians.Under this kind of pressure, Native American tribes—specifically the Creek, Cherokee, Chickasaw, and Choctaw—realized that they could not defeat the Americans in war. The appetite of the settlers for land would not abate, so the Indians adopted a strategy of appeasement. They hoped that if they gave up a good deal of their land, they could keep at least some a part of it. The Seminole tribe in Florida resisted, in the Second Seminole War (1835–1842) and the Third Seminole War (1855–1858), however, neither appeasement nor resistance worked.From a legal standpoint, the United States Constitution empowered Congress to "regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian tribes.” In early treaties negotiated between the federal government and the Indian tribes, the latter typically acknowledged themselves “to be under the protection of the United States of America, and of no other sovereign whosoever.” When Andrew Jackson became president (1829–1837), he decided to build a systematic approach to Indian removal on the basis of these legal precedents.To achieve his purpose, Jackson encouraged Congress to adopt the Removal Act of 1830. The Act established a process whereby the President could grant land west of the Mississippi River to Indian tribes that agreed to give up their homelands. As incentives, the law allowed the Indians financial and material assistance to travel to their new locations and start new lives and guaranteed that the Indians would live on their new property under the protection of the United States Government forever. With the Act in place, Jackson and his followers were free to persuade, bribe, and threaten tribes into signing removal treaties and leaving the Southeast.In general terms, Jackson’s government succeeded. By the end of his presidency, he had signed into law almost seventy removal treaties, the result of which was to move nearly 50,000 eastern Indians to Indian Territory—defined as the region belonging to the United States west of the Mississippi River but excluding the states of Missouri and Iowa as well as the Territory of Arkansas—and open millions of acres of rich land east of the Mississippi to white settlers. Despite the vastness of the Indian Territory, the government intended that the Indians’ destination would be a more confined area--what later became eastern Oklahoma.With the exception of a small number of Seminoles still resisting removal in Florida, by the 1840s, from the Atlantic to the Mississippi, no Indian tribes resided in the American South. Through a combination of coerced treaties and the contravention of treaties and judicial determination, the United States Government succeeded in paving the way for the westward expansion and the incorporation of new territories as part of the United States.�http://history.state.gov/milestones/1830-1860/IndianTreaties



"Thus the first Indians began their removal as 
early as October, 1830, although the main 
removal was to occur during the years 1831, 32, 
and 33. It was a 350 mile journey. Most of the 
territory covered was wild and unsettled. It was 
not uncommon for the emigrants to walk half a 
day through waist high water in a swamp. Little 
has been documented about this transfer of 
human beings from one domain to another. It 
was properly known as the Trail of Tears. Death 
followed every step. When they arrived at their 
destination, few of their elders had survived the 
trip. They were a bewildered, dirty, bedraggled 
and ill group when they arrived." 
- Chief David Gardner 



• First to be sent to Indian Territory. 
• 7.5 million acres of their land taken by Mississippi. 
• Federal aid that was promised the Choctaw never arrived. 
• One-fourth died on the way. 



resisted removal, were captured, put in chains and 
led to the Indian Territory 
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Acee Blue Eagle, Creek-Pawnee�Creek Chiefs�tempera on paper



Negotiated treaty for better supplies, but many died. 
 



• Cherokees adopted white culture, had own government and a 
writing system developed by Sequoya 

• They set up schools where their children could learn how to read 
and write English 

• Had an election system & court system 

• They published a newspaper printed in                                                          
both English and Cherokee 

Presenter
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While the Indian Removal Act made the relocation of the tribes voluntary, it was often abused by government officials. The best-known example is the Treaty of New Echota. It was negotiated and signed by a small fraction of Cherokee tribal members, not the tribal leadership, on December 29, 1835. While tribal leaders objected to Washington, DC and the treaty was revised in 1836, the state of Georgia proceeded to act against the Cherokee tribe. The tribe was forced to relocate in 1838.[9] An estimated 4,000 Cherokees died in the march, now known as the Trail of Tears.





 After gold was found on 
their land, their rights                          
were ignored and they 
were forced to move 

 They refused to move and 
the Georgia militia began 
attacking Cherokee towns 
 

 The Cherokee sued the 
state of Georgia 



Supreme Court ruled in the Cherokees’ favor in 
Worcester v. Georgia  

•President Jackson sided with Georgia and took no action to 
enforce the ruling.   
•violated his presidential oath to uphold the laws of the 
land. 

Cherokee resistance to removal led to 
disagreement between Jackson and the 
Supreme Court.  
 

“John Marshall has made his decision, now let him 
enforce it.”     -Andrew Jackson 

 



 In 1838, U.S. troops forced Cherokees on 
800-mile march to Indian Territory. One-
fourth of 18,000 Cherokees died. 
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The Cherokee Nation resisted, however, challenging in court the Georgia laws that restricted their freedoms on tribal lands. In his 1831 ruling on Cherokee Nation v. the State of Georgia, Chief Justice John Marshalldeclared that “the Indian territory is admitted to compose a part of the United States,” and affirmed that the tribes were “domestic dependent nations” and “their relation to the United States resembles that of a ward to his guardian.” However, the following year the Supreme Court reversed itself and ruled that Indian tribes were indeed sovereign and immune from Georgia laws. President Jackson nonetheless refused to heed the Court's decision. He obtained the signature of a Cherokee chief agreeing to relocation in the Treaty of New Echota, which Congress ratified against the protests of Daniel Webster and Henry Clay in 1835. The Cherokee signing party represented only a faction of the Cherokee, and the majority followed Principal Chief John Rossin a desperate attempt to hold onto their land. In response, Jackson ordered military action in 1838. Under the guns of federal troops and Georgia state militia, the Cherokee tribe made their trek to the dry plains across the Mississippi. The best evidence indicates that between three and four thousand out of the fifteen to sixteen thousand Cherokees died en route from the brutal conditions of the "Trail of Tears.“http://history.state.gov/milestones/1830-1860/IndianTreaties



 Chief Black Hawk of the Fox and Sauk 
fought rather than leave Illinois. 
• He was eventually forced to leave, after 

running out of food and supplies. 

 Osceola led his followers in the 
Second Seminole War in Florida. 
 Hundreds of Seminoles, including 

Osceola were killed, and some 4,000 
Seminoles were removed 

 Small groups of Seminole resisted 
removal, and their descendants live 
in Florida today.  
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