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AMERICAN CIV]L WAR 1861-1865

By the mid-1800s, the United States was badly divided.
The North and South strongly disagreed about
questions of states’ rights and ownership of slaves.

In 1850, the North had almost all of
the manufacturing industries, thriving
cities, and a growing railroad system. The
South was a land of farms, and of large
cotton and tobacco plantations that
relied on slave labor. Slavery had long
been banned in the northern states.
This division caused hostility between
North and South. The Kansas—Nebraska
Act (1854) gave new states the right
to choose whether or not they allowed

Union soldier

Confederate
soldier

Ulysses S. Grant slavery. The Compromise of 1850 helped

“32?"[1 ?;35] was | northern states protect the rights of

f,? '::EIEnUeni ;: %T;I; i?-.r runaway slaves—the South felt threatened.

1863. He was a tough The southern states were sure that the

and determined general. economy of the South would be ruined : .
if the sl freed. Furth th Union spldmrs wore the
1 € slaves were Ireed. ra ermore, e blue uniform of the US.
southern states believed that they had the  army. The Confederates
right to make their own laws without usually wore gray.
interference from the federal government.

In 1860, Abraham Lincoln (1809- by Jefferson Davis (1808-1889), they

1865) was elected president. He belonged  announced in December 1860 that they
to the Republican Party, which opposed were seceding from (leaving) the Union
slavery, although he himself was not an and forming the Confederate States of
abolitionist. Many southern states refused =~ America. The United States government
to live under such a government, and led declared they had no right to do this.

Robert E. Lee (1807-1870) \
was in the US. army when  BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG \

civil war broke out. He s

resigned, and first advised, The Battle of Gettysburg (July 1-3, 1863) was a turning point in the Civil War. The battle ’ .

then took command of, was the bloodiest ever fought on American soil, but was an important Union victory by _ e

the Confederate troops. General George Meade. He stopped an invasion of the North by General Robert E. Lee's | %"
Confederate army. From this point onward, the South’s chances of winning the war declined. Chad -
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